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Title of study  Investigating	  researchers’	  experience	  of	  ethics	  in	  post-

disaster research 
 

Student researcher   Renaud Boulanger, BA (Hons) 
     renaud.boulanger@mail.mcgill.ca  

 
Principal investigator  Matthew Hunt, PhD 

(+1) 514-398-4400 ext. 00289    
matthew.hunt@mcgill.ca 

 
Institution    McGill University, Montréal, Canada   

 
Research sponsor        Fonds de recherche du Québec - FRQS 
 
Study purpose 

The primary objective of this project is to better understand the experience of post-
disaster researchers working in low-resource settings, with a specific emphasis on 
research ethics.  

 
Procedures involved in the study 

You will be interviewed about experiences related to ethics (that is, those experiences 
that you see as implicating your values) in the context of post-disaster research. The 
interviewer will encourage you to speak in detail about topics such as your experience as 
a researcher, your perspectives on available research ethics guidelines, the expectations 
you feel you faced in your work, and the resources that you found useful (e.g.: toolkits, 
training) or that you think would be useful for other researchers. 
 
The interview will be conducted by phone, by Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP, e.g.: 
Skype), or in person at a time convenient for you. It will last approximately one hour, 
probably between 45 and 90 minutes.  
 
With your permission, the interview will be audio-recorded.  
 
You may be asked if you are willing to participate in a follow up interview and/or to 
comment on our preliminary results before they are published. Should you agree to 
participate in a second interview, this follow-up interview can be expected to last 
approximately 30 minutes (half hour). It will also be audio-recorded if you agree. 
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Potential harms, risks or discomforts 
It is possible that it will be uncomfortable or upsetting to talk about ethically difficult 
situations you encountered while conducting research. The interviewer will not rush or 
pressure you. You do not need to speak of any situation that you find upsetting, and you 
do not need to disclose anything that you wish to keep private.   
 
At any time, if you wish to take a break or end the interview, you will be welcome to do so.  
 

Potential benefits 
We hope that the findings from the study will contribute to the development of 
recommendations for disaster research ethics guidelines that are tailored and responsive 
to the realities of disaster research, and that take into consideration the perspectives of 
researchers working in such circumstances.  
 
The study is part of a broader research program looking at the area of ethics and 
humanitarian health assistance; findings are expected to help advance our knowledge in 
this area. In particular, one of our aims is to produce a tool that will assist in clarifying, 
identifying, and addressing some of the ethical issues arising in disaster research. Such a 
tool, as well as other publications, presentations, or reports developed as a result of this 
study, may be of use to you and your colleagues and will be made available upon request.  

 
Payment or reimbursement 

You will not receive financial compensation for your participation in the interview. 
However, an anonymous CAN$20 donation to either the Canadian chapter of Médecins 
Sans Frontières or the International Committee of the Red Cross can be made on your 
behalf if you so wish (your personal information will not be used for the donation).  

 
Confidentiality 

Efforts will be made to ensure your confidentiality. Your name, that of any organizations 
or research ethics board you mention, researchers you name, or details pertaining to a 
specific protocol, will be anonymised in transcripts. Transcripts will only be reviewed by 
other members of the study team after names have been changed.  
 
You are free to ask that any particular anecdote or experience not be included in the study 
data.  
 
Digital copies of the audio recordings and of verbatim transcripts will be encrypted on the 
student’s  laptop  for  the  duration  of  the  study,  after  which  they  will  be  deleted.  The digital 
versions of the transcripts will be password-protected and encrypted. Informed consent forms, 
audio recordings (on encrypted USB flash drives), digital verbatim transcripts (on encrypted 
USB flash drives), and the code-key will be secured in separate locked filing cabinet within the 
principal  investigator’s  offices (Matthew Hunt). 
 
Unless required by law or regulatory oversight, we will not share with anyone without 
your permission any personally identifying information about you or your organisation, 
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or information that explicitly identifies specific researchers or research studies that you 
were involved with. For example, if information from this study is published or presented 
at academic meetings, your name, that of your organisation, and other identifying 
information will not be used.  
 
Please note that in spite of the efforts outlined above, we cannot guarantee absolute 
confidentiality of your identity.  
 
A risk to confidentiality comes from the recruitment strategy. Since it will be disclosed in 
the study findings that a number of potential participants were identified because they 
published their findings in scholarly journals, third parties could attempt to guess your 
identity. However, given that hundreds of authors meet the inclusion criteria of this 
search strategy, this threat to the confidentiality of your identity is very limited.  

 
Participation 

Your participation in the study is voluntary. If you decide to participate, you can decide to 
stop at any time, even after the signing of the consent form or part-way through the 
interview. If you decide to stop participating, there will be no consequences to you. 
 

Information about study results 
A summary of the findings of this project will be provided to you if you wish to receive 
them. Additional information will be available through publications, presentations, and 
reports that will be made available on the Humanitarian Health Care Ethics website 
(www.humanitarianhealthethics.net). You can opt to receive updates about dissemination 
initiatives if you so wish.  

 
Information about participating as a study subject 

If you have questions or require more information about the study itself, please contact 
the Principal Investigator, Dr. Matthew Hunt, by telephone at (+1) 514-398-4400 ext. 
00289 or by email at matthew.hunt@mcgill.ca  
 
This study has been reviewed by the McGill University Faculty of Medicine Institutional 
Review Board. The Institutional Review Board is responsible for ensuring that 
participants are informed of the risks associated with the research, and that participants 
are free to decide if participation is right for them.  
 
If you have any question about your rights as a research participant that you do not feel 
can be answered by the Principal Investigator, please contact Ilde Lepore, Senior Ethics 
Administrator, by telephone at (+1) 514-398-8302 or by email at ilde.lepore@mcgill.ca   
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CONSENT 
I have read the information presented in the information letter about a study being 
conducted by Mr. Renaud Boulanger under the supervision of Dr. Matthew Hunt of McGill 
University, Canada.  
 
I have had the opportunity to ask questions about my involvement in this study, and to 
receive any additional details about the study I desired.  
 
I agree to participate in this study, but I understand that I may withdraw from the study at 
any time, if I choose to do so.  
 
I will not have waived any of my rights by signing this consent form.  
 
I have been given a copy of this form.  

 
1.  I agree that the interview can be audio recorded.               YES       NO  

 
2.  I would like to receive study-related results and updates.         YES       NO  

by email:    ____________________________________________________ 
by regular mail:    ____________________________________________________ 

                                     ____________________________________________________ 
                                     ____________________________________________________ 
     ____________________________________________________ 
 

3. At this point, I agree to be contacted for a short follow-up interview, but I know that I 
can always decline the request at a later time.  YES       NO                                                           

Please contact me at:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

4.  I wish for a CAN$20 donation to be made on my behalf. MSF   ICRC  NO     
 
5. Signature of participant:  ____________________________________________________ 

 
6. Name of participant:   ____________________________________________________  

 
7. Date (DD/MMM/YYYY):  ____________________________________________________ 

 
Person Obtaining Informed Consent: 

My signature below signifies that I have explained the nature and purpose of the study 
and the risks involved to the study participant, and I have answered all questions to the 
best of my ability.  

 
____________________________________   ____________________________________  ______________________ 
Name of Person Obtaining Informed Consent (Print)        Signature of Person Obtaining Informed Consent        Date  (DD/MMM/YYYY) 
 


